
Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette
Ahlbrecht
January 23, 1952 - March 27, 2019

Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette Ahlbrecht, age 67, of Litchfield passed away
peacefully at her home on March 27, 2019, surrounded by family and pets. A
memorial service will be held on Thursday, April 4, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. at the
Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Dassel with the Rev. Laurie O’Shay
officiating. 

 

There will be a time to gather with the family on Wednesday evening at the
Johnson Funeral Home from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and one hour prior to the
service at the Gethsemane Lutheran Church on Thursday. 

 In lieu of flowers memorials are preferred to be given to Ecumen Hospice of
Litchfield. 

 

Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette Ahlbrecht passed away peacefully at her home
on March 27, 2019, surrounded by family and pets. 

 

She was born January 23, 1952, in Montevideo, Minnesota, and spent her
childhood years in St Paul. When she was 13 she moved with her parents,
Wally and Dolores (Kuehl) Willette, to Dassel, and was later confirmed at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church. Sue was the salutatorian of the class of 1970
at Dassel High School. 

 

On June 19, 1970, Suzanne was united in marriage to Allen Arvid Ahlbrecht at



the Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Dassel. Together they moved to the
Ahlbrecht family farm northwest of Hector. Besides raising three children and
numerous pets, they enjoyed building a home together: finding and refinishing
antiques, decorating, landscaping, cooking, and having family gatherings to
show off their beautiful home. 

 

Around 1983 Sue and Al became foster parents. They fostered over 30
children during the next 10 years and even took care of dogs for the Humane
Society. Sue decided, at the age of 35, to go back to school where she
obtained her Associate Degree from Willmar Community College, and then
her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from St Cloud State University. She
graduated summa cum laude and won several other awards, including a
writers’ award from the American Association of University Women. 

 

Sue was a trailblazer in her field in many ways. She went back to school after
starting a family, back when not so many women were doing so. She taught
women’s studies classes during grad school, and she helped run the Family
Sexual Abuse Treatment Program, working with a population that many
practitioners do not want to work with. She earned her psychology license and
helped start Greater Minnesota Family Services which now has hundreds of
employees all over the state. 

 

Eventually she bought a building in Bird Island and went into private practice,
continuing to see clients even in her home office in Litchfield up until the days
before she got sick. Suzanne has certainly touched numerous lives and will be
dearly missed by many. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband and best friend, Allen Ahlbrecht;
brother, Paul Willette; grandparents, Walter and Laura Kuehl and Arthur and
Leona Willette. 

 



Suzanne is survived by her parents, Wally and Dolores Willette, daughter,
Laurel Ahlbrecht, daughter, Rebecca Dillingham and her husband, Shawn,
son, Allen Ahlbrecht, granddaughter, Aleisha Ahlbrecht, grandson, Dan
Ahlbrecht, granddaughter, Samantha Mortenson, and countless other family
and friends. 

 

May she rest in peace.



Previous Events

Visitation

APR 3. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Johnson Funeral Home
PO Box 1 611 N 2nd Street
Dassel, MN 55325
(320) 275-3381
jfhdassel@spectrum.net

Service

APR 4. 2:00 PM (CT)

Gethsemane Lutheran Church
221 Atlantic Ave E
Dassel, MN 55325
office@glcdassel.com
http://www.glcdassel.com

mailto:jfhdassel@spectrum.net
mailto:office@glcdassel.com
http://www.glcdassel.com/
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Jeff McCallum - April 16, 2019 at 09:04 AM

I have great memories that include full belly laughs with Sue! She
had a sharp mind and sense of humor. Sympathies to her children
and grandchildren. 
J. McCallum

Michelle Nordtorp-Madson - April 08, 2019 at 08:59 PM

Sue made my high school years more fun and full of learning. The
opportunity to make her wedding dress was the highlight of the
summer after. While we didn't keep in contact like we should have, I
loved knowing her and I wish you both the peace and joy of having
such a lovely daughter gave. I hope your memories are a comfort to
you. 

 Shelly (Michelle) Nordtorp-Madson

April 02, 2019 at 10:43 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette Ahlbrecht.

https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Ernie "Jim" Denzer - April 01, 2019 at 08:42 PM

Ernie "Jim" Denzer lit a candle in memory of
Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette Ahlbrecht

ED
Ernie "Jim" Denzer - April 01, 2019 at 08:44 PM

Pauline and I wish you the Lord's comfort at this time of your great
loss.

April 01, 2019 at 12:08 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette Ahlbrecht.

Doug and Julie Fett - March 30, 2019 at 08:41 AM

Willette and Ahlbrecht family, we send our deepest sympathies to all
of you. We can't imagine the depth of your loss. May you find peace
and comfort in your family and friends, and the memories you share.
Doug and Julie Fett

https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Steven and Karen Kling - March 28, 2019 at 09:54 PM

Steven And Karen Kling lit a candle in
memory of Suzanne Donna Ruth Willette
Ahlbrecht


