
Clifford Edwin Johnson
May 30, 1935 - May 13, 2025

Clifford Edwin Johnson passed from this earth to his eternal home with Jesus
Christ on Tuesday, May 13, 2025. Cliff was born in Dassel, MN on May 30,
1935, to Harry & Esther Johnson, the fifth of six children. Cliff married the love
of his life LaRene Peterson on October 12, 1957. Together they enjoyed 67
years working side-by-side raising their family and enjoying life on the farm
outside of Dassel. 

 

Cliff was a faithful, steady follower of Jesus Christ and raised his five children
at the Dassel Covenant Church. He leaves a strong legacy of faith in Jesus
Christ, hard work and integrity to his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

 

He loved his wife, children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren. He attended
as many of their activities as he possibly could. He would often say, “I’m so
blessed, my cup overflows” as he enjoyed his growing family and their
activities. 

 

Cliff enjoyed singing in the church choir and community choirs. He loved
singing four-part harmony on traditional hymns. He had a great bass voice. He
was known as one of the “bass Cliffs” in the church choir. 

 

He loved his career of farming. He was known to say, “Find something you



love to do, and you’ll never work a day in your life.” He truly lived out his love
for farming, raising beef cattle until the age of 87. He was a very good dairy
cattle, beef cattle and crop farmer, honing his skills on what is now known as
“Contour Acres” farm. He grew seed corn, field corn, alfalfa, soybeans and
oats. He developed his contour acres crop farming because of his deep
understanding of soil erosion and conserving his fields. 

 

Cliff drove a milk truck for Dassel Creamery before he had his own farm
operation. He would have young people ride with him on his milk route. This
started his lifelong dedication of being a mentor. He invested in and mentored
countless young people (his children and grandchildren included) throughout
his life and almost always had a young person working with him, teaching and
modeling hard work, integrity, patience and honesty. Cliff was proud of the fact
that he was self-employed his whole life. 

 

He served on many boards throughout his life, including the Soil and Water
Conservation Board, the Dairy Herd Improvement (DHIA) Board, the
American Dairy Association (ADA) Board and the Dassel Covenant Church
Board. 

 

He was a lifelong, faithful member of the Dassel Covenant Church. He was
also a lifelong fan of the Minnesota Vikings. He always held out hope, season
after season, for a Super Bowl run and was disappointed year after year. 

 

Cliff loved a good, clean joke, and pulling pranks on his grandchildren and
great grandchildren. He loved to laugh and tell funny stories. He would smirk
and his eyes would sparkle as he told these stories and jokes or reminisced
about the prank or joke. He enjoyed teaching the children how to drive
tractors, skid steer, side-by-sides, lawnmowers and golf carts and taking them
on rides. Cliff always loved holding new babies born into the family. He’d
always say, “It doesn’t get any better than this. I am so blessed!” 



Cliff is survived by his lovely bride of 67 ½ years, LaRene, children Greg
(Cindy), Marcia (Randy) Dischinger, Brenda (Mark Dischinger), Paul (Kim),
and Doreen (Ron) Mossberg. Grandchildren Jenna Johnson, Craig (Shawn)
Dischinger, Curt Dischinger, Carmen (Ryan) Kandoll, Chad Dischinger, Kyle
(Jen) Noyed, Emily (Tyler) Menssen, Lindsey (Kevin) Starkweather, Mitchell
(Jenni) Johnson, Tyler (Sarah) Johnson, Kristi & Melia Johnson, Seth (Ellie)
Mossberg, Annika, Jakob, and Lukas Mossberg. He is also survived by 16
great-grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren due this fall. Other survivors
include sisters-in-law Annabelle Johnson and Joan Johnson, and many nieces
and nephews whom he loved and looked out for very much, and countless
dear friends. He is preceded in death by his parents, Harry and Esther
Johnson and siblings Ethelyn (Bob) Carlson, Gladys (Wayne) Paulson, Lillian
(Daryl) Wessman, Elmer & Stuart Johnson, and nephews Dennis Carlson,
Steve Paulson, and Mike Paulson. 

 

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 AM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025, at
Dassel Covenant Church with visitation at 10:00 AM. Memorials preferred to
Dassel Covenant Church or The Gideon’s International. Arrangements by
Johnson Funeral Home of Dassel, Minnesota (320-275-3381), www.jfamilyfun
eralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Dassel Community Cemetery

23526-23574 County Rd 4,
Dassel, MN 55325

Previous Events

Memorial Service

MAY 27. 11:00 AM (CT)

Dassel Covenant Church
251 Lake St,
Dassel, MN 55325
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Dale and Lois Werner - May 25, 2025 at 08:59 PM

LaRene - Thinking of you at this difficult time and extending
sympathy to you and your family. Dale and Lois (Seefeldt) Werner
(Class of 1953)

The Adams, Downs, Ely, & Staggs families - May 22, 2025 at
09:27 PM

The Adams, Downs, Ely, & Staggs families
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Clifford Edwin Johnson.

All of us at Companion Linc - May 22, 2025 at 04:16 PM

All of us at Companion Linc purchased the Count
ry Basket Blooms for the family of Clifford Edwin
Johnson.

All of us at Companion Linc - May 22, 2025 at 04:16 PM

All of us at Companion Linc planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Clifford Edwin
Johnson.

https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Darlene Kotelnicki - May 22, 2025 at 08:01 AM

Karen, I heard about Clifford’s passing on the radio. I smiled
thinking of all the hours with the both of you in cardiac rehab.
Thinking of you at this difficult time. Darlene Kotelnicki

May 20, 2025 at 12:09 PM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of
Clifford Edwin Johnson.

May 16, 2025 at 11:23 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Clifford Edwin Johnson.

May 16, 2025 at 11:23 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Clifford Edwin Johnson.

https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Emily Menssen - May 15, 2025 at 09:51 PM

I was grandpa Cliff’s first granddaughter and we had a special
relationship, but every grandkid could say the same. Grandpa never
made us feel like one of many even though there are 16 of us. He
taught us all the meaning of hard work and taught us how to love.
Watching my grandparents love each other throughout the years
has been beautiful and has taught me a lot about the love of Christ
for us. Thanks for all the great memories Grandpa I hope you and
your brothers are cracking jokes together in Heaven.

Doreen Mossberg - May 15, 2025 at 08:09 PM

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Johnson Funeral Home - May 15, 2025 at 03:33 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album
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May 15, 2025 at 02:36 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Clifford Edwin Johnson.

Johnson Funeral Home - May 15, 2025 at 01:06 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

BH
Betty and Roger Henke - May 15, 2025 at 09:16 PM

Our most sincere sympathies to you, Cliff’s family.

BH
Betty and Roger Henke - May 15, 2025 at 09:18 PM

Our most sincere sympathies to you, Cliff’s family.

https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

